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ARTICLE 4 

RELATING TO DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

SECTION 1.  Chapter 31-2 of the General Laws entitled “Division of Motor Vehicles” is hereby 

amended by adding thereto the following section: 

  31-2-27 Technology surcharge fee.-- (a) The division of motor vehicles shall collect a 

technology surcharge fee of one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50) per transaction for every division of motor 

vehicles fee transaction, except as otherwise provided by law.  All technology surcharge fees collected 

pursuant to this section shall be deposited into the information technology investment fund established 

pursuant to 42-11-2.5 and shall be used for project-related payments and/or ongoing maintenance of and 

enhancements to the division of motor vehicles’ computer system and to reimburse the information 

technology investment fund for advances made to cover project-related payments. 

(b) Authorization to collect the technology surcharge fee provided for in subsection (a) shall sunset 

and expire on June 30, 2022.       

SECTION 2.  Section 31-3-33 of the General Laws in Chapter 31-3 entitled “Registration of 

Vehicles” is hereby amended to read as follows: 

31-3-33 Renewal of registration.  (a) Application for renewal of a vehicle registration shall be 

made by the owner on a proper application form and by payment of the registration fee for the vehicle as 

provided by law.  

(b) The division of motor vehicles may receive applications for renewal of registration, and may 

grant the renewal and issue new registration cards and plates at any time prior to expiration of registration.  

(c) Upon renewal, owners will be issued a renewal sticker for each registration plate that shall be 

placed at the bottom, right-hand corner of the plate. Owners shall be issued a new, fully reflective plate 

beginning April 1, 2017 2018, at the time of initial registration or at the renewal of an existing registration 

and reissuance will be conducted no less than every ten (10) years.  

SECTION 3. Section 39-18.1-5 of the General Laws in Chapter 39-18.1 entitled "Transportation 

Investment and Debt Reduction Act of 2011" is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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39-18.1-5 Allocation of funds.-- (a) The monies in the highway maintenance fund account to be 

directed to the department of transportation pursuant to subdivision (a)(1) of this section this chapter shall 

be allocated through the transportation improvement program process to provide the state match for federal 

transportation funds, in place of borrowing, as approved by the state planning council. The expenditure of 

moneys in the highway maintenance fund shall only be authorized for projects that appear in the state's 

transportation improvement program. 

(b) Provided however, that beginning with fiscal year 2015 and annually thereafter, the department 

of transportation will allocate necessary funding to programs that are designed to eliminate structural 

deficiencies of the state's bridge, road and maintenance systems and infrastructure. 

(c) Provided further that beginning July 1, 2015, five percent (5%) of available proceeds in the 

Rhode Island highway maintenance account shall be allocated annually to the Rhode Island public transit 

authority for operating expenditures. 

(d) Provided further that beginning July 1, 2017, one half of one percent (0.5%) of available 

proceeds in the Rhode Island highway maintenance account shall be allocated annually to the division of 

motor vehicles for operating expenditures. 

SECTION 4.  This article shall take effect as of July 1, 2017. 

 


