
 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT & BUDGET   

 

One Capitol Hill  

Providence, RI  02908-5890 

Office: (401) 574-8170 

Fax: (401) 222-6436 

MEMORANDUM 

   

 

To: The Honorable Daniel J. McKee, Governor 

The Honorable K. Joseph Shekarchi, Speaker of the House 

The Honorable Valarie J. Lawson, President of the Senate 

From: Michelle Charochak, Director of the Office of Regulatory Reform 

Subject: Office of Regulatory Reform Quarterly Report: FY 2026 Q2 

 

FY 2026 Quarter 2 Report: October 1, 2025 – December 31, 2025 
 

Quarterly Summary Data 

Total Submissions by Type of Rulemaking 

• Regular Rulemaking, Pre-Comment Review:  17 

• Regular Rulemaking, Post-Comment Review:  10 

• Direct Final Rulemaking:     2 

• Emergency Rulemaking:     4 

Unique Regulations by Type of Action 

• Adoption:       7 

• Amendment:        15 

• Repeal:       1 

ORR Review Time by Type of Rulemaking 

• Regular Rulemaking, Pre-Comment Review:  10.4 days 

• Regular Rulemaking, Post-Comment Review:  0.1 days 

• Direct Final Rulemaking:     8.0 days 

• Emergency Rulemaking:     1.8 days 

ORR Interventions 

• Submissions where analysis was changed:    36.4% 

• Submissions where regulatory language was changed: 48.5% 
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Regular Rulemaking and ORR Review: 

 

Regulatory Oversight 

As part of the Office of Management and Budget, the mission of the Office of Regulatory 

Reform (ORR) is to review new and amended regulations with a focus on minimizing adverse 

impacts on Rhode Island businesses, large and small. Since February 2015, ORR has been 

operating under Executive Order (EO) 15-07, which established a review process similar to 

the federal regulatory model, requiring all executive branch regulations to undergo ORR 

review. EO 15-07 outlines a process to ensure regulations are not imposing unnecessary 

burdens on businesses and citizens. 

 

Prior to EO 15-07, the Director of Regulatory Reform had the authority to intervene on any 

individual regulatory or permitting issue. With the process established by Executive Order, 

agencies must submit all proposed regulatory actions to ORR, providing a systematic way to 

address regulatory issues. ORR reviews an agency’s regulatory package and, if approved, 

those proposed rules and impact statements may proceed through a public comment process. 

Any input from that process goes directly back to ORR for final consideration. Below is an 

outline of the regulatory review process. While this is the official process outlined in EO 15-

07, ORR frequently works with agencies early by reviewing draft regulations and assisting with 

the regulatory analysis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.omb.ri.gov/documents/reform/regulatory-review/07_Regulatory_Climate.pdf
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Small Business Impact Analysis 

ORR collects data from agencies regarding the projected effect of regulatory amendments 

and rescissions on small businesses in Rhode Island. The chart below illustrates the 

estimated aggregate impact of such amendments. 

 
 

Note: Emergency and post-comment regulations are not included in this summary chart;                                                  

percentages may not sum to 100% due to rounding. 

Agencies consider a number of factors when evaluating a regulation’s impact on small 

business entities. These include whether the regulation may assist small businesses through 

actions such as targeted deregulation, adversely impact small businesses relative to their 

larger counterparts, or result in the absence of discernable effects. Several considerations 

inform these determinations, including the amount of discretion an agency has to reduce 

adverse impacts, the universe and diversity of the small businesses affected by the regulation, 

and exogenous factors impacting the small businesses’ economic sector(s). These factors 

include economic climate, firms’ expectations of future economic conditions (which may or 

may not align with signals from the broader market), national or global events or supply 

shocks, or technological advancements that transform businesses’ cost functions. 

Regulatory Submissions Reviewed By ORR 

The following regulatory submissions were cleared by ORR during the fiscal year quarter 

covered by this report. Regulations cleared by ORR are not immediately effective. Regulations 

must go through the formal rulemaking process administered by the Secretary of State’s 

Office (SOS). In some cases, regulations cleared by ORR are not filed with SOS. 

The information in this table (except “Days Under Review” and “Clearance Date”) is self-

reported by regulatory agencies with their submissions, although ORR can suggest changes 

to agencies’ submissions. In this report, minor, non-substantive revisions of agencies’ 

regulatory summaries have been made for some of the information presented below for the 

sake of grammatical correctness, clarity, and brevity.

58%
32%

11%

No impact on small business

Any impact on small
business is positive

Adverse impact on small
business
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Review Stage Agency Regulation Title 
Rulemaking 

Action 

Days 

Under 

Review 

Reason for Regulatory Action/Change Clearance Date 

Post-

Comment 

Draft 

Environmental 

Management 

Water Quality 

Regulations 
Amendment 0 

RIDEM is proposing to amend existing state Water Quality Regulations to 

adopt site specific metals criteria for specified segments as allowed in 

current regulation, clarify turbidity criteria, adopt EPA-recommended 

human health toxics criteria, change selected segment classifications to 

reflect already completed permit terminations, include Wild and Scenic 

Rivers as Special Resource Protection Waters (SRPWs) as already 

defined in the regulation, adopt two (2) new estuarine segments without 

changes to applicable criteria to better reflect current shellfish 

management, correct non-substantive typographical errors, and remove 

incorporated references by adopting the language into regulatory text. 

2025-10-06 

Preliminary 

Draft 
Health 

Public Drinking 

Water 
Amendment 12 

Most of the amendments are to incorporate the revisions to the National 

Primary Drinking Water Regulations (“NPDWR”) for Consumer Confidence 

Reports (the “Revised CCR NPDWR”) promulgated in 2024 by the 

Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) under the federal Safe Drinking 

Water Act (“SDWA”). RIDOH is proposing amendments to the Regulations 

consistent with the Revised CCR NPDWR because RIDOH is the state 

primacy agency responsible for enforcing the federal NPDWRs in Rhode 

Island. In accordance with SDWA and 40 CFR Part 142, RIDOH must 

adopt state regulations that are at least as stringent as the NPDWRs in 

order to attain and maintain primacy. 

2025-10-08 

Post-

Comment 

Draft 

Health 
Licensing Hospice 

Care 
Amendment 0 

Added “including palliative care” as an example of "additional health 

services or related services" that "may be provided as may be deemed 

appropriate to meet patient/family needs." 

2025-10-10 

Preliminary 

Draft 

Labor and 

Training 

Boiler and Pressure 

Vessel Inspection 
Amendment 6 

The Department of Labor and Training is amending 260-RICR-30-10-2 to 

modernize and clarify the boiler and pressure vessel inspection program 

and incorporate current national safety standards by reference. The 

amendments improve legal certainty and administrative efficiency 

without adding cost.  

2025-10-20 

Post-

Comment 

Draft 

Human Services 

Child Care 

Assistance Program 

for Child Care 

Educators and Child 

Care Staff Rules and 

Regulations 

Amendment 0 

This update aligns the regulation with the 2024 CCDF Final Rule, which 

requires states to pay child care providers based on enrollment, not 

attendance. Additionally, Rhode Island has been out of compliance with 

the requirement that child care certification periods must be no less than 

12 months, as noted in monitoring feedback from 2023. This 

amendment addresses both compliance issues, removes the restriction 

limiting CCAP for College eligibility to associate or bachelor's degrees, and 

updates outdated language. 

2025-10-23 
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Review Stage Agency Regulation Title 
Rulemaking 

Action 

Days 

Under 

Review 

Reason for Regulatory Action/Change Clearance Date 

Direct Final 
Business 

Regulation 

Continuing 

Education for 

Insurance Producers  

Amendment 9 
The proposed amendment has been prepared to account for future fee 

changes by third parties completing the required reporting.    
2025-10-27 

Post-

Comment 

Draft 

Human Services 
Refugee Cash 

Assistance 
Amendment 0 

Pursuant to 45 C.F.R. § 400.211, the time-eligibility period for refugee 

cash assistance (RCA) is determined by the Director each year, based on 

appropriated funds available for the fiscal year. Refugees whose date of 

eligibility for Office of Refugee Resettlement benefits is on or after May 5, 

2025, are subject to the eligibility period as determined pursuant to 45 

C.F.R. § 400.211. 

2025-10-27 

Preliminary 

Draft 
Health 

Pharmacists, 

Pharmacies, and 

Manufacturers, 

Wholesalers, and 

Distributers 

Amendment 21 

The Department is amending this rule to include the following: (1) A 

pharmaceutical redistribution program utilizing donated drugs by January 

1, 2023, as required by R.I. Pub. Law 22-402; (2) Allowing licensed 

pharmacists to prescribe, dispense, and administer medications for 

Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Preexposure (PrEP) and Post-

exposure (PEP) Prophylaxis pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 27-18-93; (3) 

Revisions to the Collaborative Practice Agreement policies; (4) Updates 

to wording regarding staffing requirements; (5) Updates to wording 

regarding compounding to reflect updates to the language in the United 

States Pharmacopeia; (6) Revisions to licensing requirements as 

required by R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 5-19.1-11, 5-19.1-15, 5-19.1-16, and 5-

19.1-20. 

 

Note: The changes in the fees for non-resident pharmacies and 

pharmacists are reflected in past updates to 216-RICR-10-05-2, “Fee  

Structure for Licensing, Laboratory and Administrative Services Provided 

by the Department of Health.”  

2025-10-27 

Emergency Human Services 

Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance 

Program  

Amendment 2 

These regulatory changes are to implement the SNAP Cost of Living 

Adjustment (COLA) for Federal Fiscal Year 2026 and comply with the 

provisions set forth in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act of 2025 (OBBB, Pub. 

Law 119-21) for November 1, 2025. 

2025-10-29 
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Review Stage Agency Regulation Title 
Rulemaking 

Action 

Days 

Under 

Review 

Reason for Regulatory Action/Change Clearance Date 

Post-

Comment 

Draft 

Environmental 

Management 

Commercial Marine 

Fishing Licenses, 

Landing Permits, and 

Party and Charter 

Licenses 

Amendment 1 

Proposed amendments included (1) Changing the exit:entry ratio for 

Unlimited Finfish endorsement (Not Adopted); (2) Division proposal to 

add due dates for electronic negative reports (Adopted); (3) Division 

proposal to require reporting compliance prior to the transfer of a new 

license upon sale of a license holder's vessel and/or gear (Adopted); (4) 

Delete instances of obsolete licenses “Commercial Fishing License (CFL)” 

and “Principal Effort License (PEL)” (Adopted); (5) Division proposal to 

modify rule to clarify restricted finfish species (Adopted); (6) Division 

proposal to adopt rules for the issuance of a commercial green crab 

license (Adopted). 

2025-10-29 

Post-

Comment 

Draft 

Environmental 

Management 

Lobsters, Crabs and 

Other Crustaceans 
Amendment 0 

Proposed amendments included (1) Division proposal to provide for the 

possession of Jonah crab claws consistent with ASMFC Fisheries 

Management Plan (FMP) (Not Adopted); (2) Division proposal to clarify 

that the horseshoe crab biomedical harvest prohibition includes the new 

and full moons (in addition to the 48 hours before and after the new and 

full moons, which is currently in rule) (Adopted); (3) Proposal to prohibit 

horseshoe crab biomedical harvest in coastal salt ponds and Little 

Narragansett Bay (Adopted); (4) Division proposal to eliminate the lobster 

trap tag transfer application period and provide for the submittal and 

processing of applications at any time of the year (Not Adopted). 

2025-10-29 

Preliminary 

Draft 

Business 

Regulation 

Contractors' 

Registration and 

Licensing Board 

Amendment 5 

Section 5.24.5(D)(4) and (5) are being amended to conform to clarifying 

statutory changes made to R.I. Gen. Laws § 5-6-2 of the electrician 

licensing law, 2024 Public Laws, ch. 209 & 210, effective 1/30/2025.  
The Department is not exercising any discretion in making these 

amendments. The changes are only to ensure that this regulation is 

consistent with the updated electrician licensing laws and related 

guidance issued by DLT. While preparing these amendments, it was 

discovered that cross references within § 5.24.5(D)(5) to §§ 5.22.5 and 

5.22.6 (and which also appear throughout the regulation) were incorrect. 

Those subsections do not exist in the regulation. Upon further review, it 

was clear that those cross references are meant to point to the exclusions 

and prohibitions set forth in §§ 5.24.5 and 5.24.6 which contain the 

standards for the scope of the home inspection and general exclusions. 

All instances have been corrected. No change to status quo. 

2025-11-04 
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Review Stage Agency Regulation Title 
Rulemaking 

Action 

Days 

Under 

Review 

Reason for Regulatory Action/Change Clearance Date 

Preliminary 

Draft 
Housing 

Rules and 

Regulations for the 

Establishment of the 

Transit-Oriented 

Development Pilot 

Program 

Adoption 18 The adoption is pursuant to new legislation adopted on July 1, 2025. 2025-11-07 

Emergency 
Cannabis Control 

Commission 

Rhode Island 

Industrial Hemp 

Program 

Adoption 3 

The Hemp Growth Act, R.I. Gen. Laws Chapter 2-26, was amended by H-

5076, effective July 1, 2025, thereby transitioning full regulatory 

authority over the State’s hemp program from the Department of 

Business Regulation (DBR) to the Rhode Island Cannabis Control 

Commission (Commission).  As a result of this enactment, which did not 

contain any transitionary period, the DBR regulations governing the 

Industrial Hemp Program, 230-RICR-80-10-1, are rendered 

unenforceable by DBR and the Commission must immediately 

promulgate its own regulations to ensure a regulatory framework for 

existing licensees and the safety of the public. 

 

In accordance with R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-35-2.10, entitled “Emergency 

rule,” the Commission hereby finds that imminent peril to public health 

and safety requires the immediate promulgation of an emergency rule 

governing the Rhode Island Industrial Hemp Program.  

 

The Commission thereby proposes to promulgate the existing DBR 

regulations under the Commission’s regulatory title, with only minimal 

changes to effectuate this transition of authority.  This emergency rule 

will allow the Commission to transition the existing hemp program—which, 

among other things, oversees the sale of intoxicating hemp products—to 

the Commission’s jurisdiction, maintain continuity for existing licensees 

and consumers, ensure there exists no lapse in enforcement, mitigate 

public safety concerns and ensure the maintenance of public health.  

2025-11-10 



Page 8 

March 30, 2026 

   

 

Review Stage Agency Regulation Title 
Rulemaking 

Action 

Days 

Under 

Review 

Reason for Regulatory Action/Change Clearance Date 

Post-

Comment 

Draft 

Cannabis Control 

Commission 

Rhode Island 

Industrial Hemp 

Program 

Adoption 0 

The Hemp Growth Act, R.I. Gen. Laws Chapter 2-26, was amended by H-

5076, effective July 1, 2025, thereby transitioning full regulatory 

authority over the state’s hemp program from the Department of 

Business Regulation (DBR) to the Commission.  As a result of this 

enactment, which did not contain any transitionary period, the DBR 

regulations governing the Industrial Hemp Program, 230-RICR-80-10-1, 

were rendered unenforceable by DBR and the Commission needed to 

immediately promulgate its own regulations to ensure a regulatory 

framework for existing licensees and the safety of the public. 

 

The Commission promulgated the existing DBR regulations under the 

Commission’s regulatory title as an emergency rule, with only minimal 

changes to effectuate the transition of authority.  The emergency rule 

allowed the Commission to transition the existing hemp program—which, 

among other things, oversees the sale of intoxicating hemp products—to 

the Commission’s jurisdiction, maintain continuity for existing licensees 

and consumers, ensure there exists no lapse in enforcement, mitigate 

public safety concerns and ensure the maintenance of public health.  

 

The Commission now seeks to promulgate the existing emergency rule as 

a proposed final rule, allowing the current rule to remain in effect beyond 

the effective period provided for the emergency rule.  

2025-11-10 

Preliminary 

Draft 
Corrections 

Conduct of Public 

Hearings  
Adoption 5 

The proposed amendments establish a defined set of procedures for the 

Rhode Island Department of Corrections for the conduct of Public 

Hearings regarding Proposed Rulemaking. 

2025-11-10 

Preliminary 

Draft 
Corrections 

Declaratory Order 

Petitions 
Adoption 5 

The proposed amendments outline the requirements for submitting a 

request for Declaratory Order under R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-35-8(b), and the 

procedure for its consideration and prompt disposition.  

2025-11-10 

Preliminary 

Draft 
Corrections 

Petition for 

Promulgation of 

Rules 

Adoption 5 

The proposed amendments prescribe the form of a Petition for 

Promulgation of Rules pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-35-6 and the 

procedure for its submission, consideration, and disposition. 

2025-11-10 
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Review Stage Agency Regulation Title 
Rulemaking 

Action 

Days 

Under 

Review 

Reason for Regulatory Action/Change Clearance Date 

Preliminary 

Draft 

Education - 

Council of Elem 

and Sec Ed 

Charter School 

Regulations 
Amendment 5 

The amendment clarifies that charter schools can revise their charter 

type through a major amendment request. 
2025-11-10 

Preliminary 

Draft 

Fire Safety Code 

Board 

Fire Safety Code 

Administrative 

Procedures and 

Appeal Process 

Amendment 19 

The Board is amending this regulation to reflect certain administrative 

and procedural changes made during the past code cycle and to add 

certain clarifying terms where needed. 
2025-11-10 

Preliminary 

Draft 

Cannabis Control 

Commission 

Operational 

Requirements for 

Cannabis 

Establishments 

Amendment 5 

On November 7, 2025, the Commission received a petition for 

rulemaking pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-35-6 and 560-RICR-10-05-

1.31 of the Commission’s regulations requesting that the Commission’s 

regulations be amended to remove the requirement set forth in 560-

RICR-10-10-2.7.2(E)(2) that all packaging containing retail ready 

cannabis products be clearly labeled with the business name and license 

number of the retail location selling the product.  On November 14, 2025, 

the Commission voted to grant the petition and initiate rulemaking in 

accordance with R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-35-6 to remove this requirement.  

The Commission did so for a number of reasons, including that the 

information is largely duplicative, as cannabis product labels must 

already contain a unique seed-to-sale tracking number that allows the 

product to be tracked from initial cannabis growth to final, retail-ready 

form.  The requirement that is being removed was originally from the DBR 

medical marijuana regulations, which were enacted prior to the current 

seed-to-sale tracking system being operationalized and required in the 

state.    

2025-11-10 

Preliminary 

Draft 

Fire Safety Code 

Board 

Rhode Island Fire 

Alarm Code 
Amendment 19 

The Board is amending this regulation to update from the 2019 edition 

of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 72, National Fire Alarm 

and Signaling Code, to the 2022 edition, with annexes.  

2025-11-10 

Preliminary 

Draft 

Fire Safety Code 

Board 

Rhode Island Life 

Safety Code 
Amendment 19 

The Board is amending this regulation to update from the 2018 edition 

of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 101, Life Safety Code, 

to the 2021 edition, with annexes.  

2025-11-10 

Preliminary 

Draft 

Fire Safety Code 

Board 

Rhode Island Fire 

Code 
Amendment 19 

The Board is amending this regulation to update from the 2018 edition 

of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1, Fire Code, to the 

2021 edition, with annexes.  2025-11-10 
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Review Stage Agency Regulation Title 
Rulemaking 

Action 

Days 

Under 

Review 

Reason for Regulatory Action/Change Clearance Date 

Direct Final Human Services 

Supplemental 

Security Income and 

State Supplemental 

Payments Rules and 

Regulations 

Amendment 7 

The Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and State Supplemental 

Payment (SSP) Rule is being amended to reflect the Federal Social 

Security Administration's Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) scheduled for 

January 1, 2026.  

2025-11-10 

Post-

Comment 

Draft 

Labor and 

Training 

Boiler and Pressure 

Vessel Inspection  
Amendment 0 

The Department of Labor and Training is amending 260-RICR-30-10-2 to 

modernize and clarify the boiler and pressure vessel inspection program 

and incorporate current national safety standards by reference. The 

amendments improve legal certainty and administrative efficiency 

without adding cost.  

2025-11-10 

Post-

Comment 

Draft 

Coastal 

Resources 

Management 

Council 

Management 

Procedures 
Amendment 0 

R.I. Gen. Laws § 46-23-2 (“Coastal Resources Management Council 

created—Appointment of members”) and R.I. Gen. Laws § 46-23-4 

(“Officers of the Council—Quorum and vote required for action”) was 

recently amended by the General Assembly in 2025 (see 2025 Senate 

Bill 0998 Substitute A and 2025 House Bill 6126 Substitute A). The 

amendments reduce the number of Coastal Resources Management 

Council members from ten (10) to seven (7). The statutory amendment 

at R.I. Gen. Laws § 46-23-4 also reduces the number of members 

required for a quorum from six (6) to four (4). The General Assembly 

requires the CRMC to initiate rulemaking within 30 business days of the 

date of passage. To implement this legislation, Section 1.2(B) (“Meetings 

and Members”) within 650-RICR-10-00-1 (“Management Procedures”) is 

proposed to be amended to reflect that the quorum of the Council is as 

established pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 46-23-4.  
 

R.I. Gen. Laws § 46-23-18.5 (“Fees for Disposal”) was recently amended 

per The Governor’s Budget Amendment #22 and Article 2 of the FY 2026 

Appropriations Act (25-H-5076). The amendment to this statute re-

established the minimum fee for disposal of dredge material in the 

State’s Confined Aquatic Disposal (CAD) Cells from $11.65 per cubic yard 

to $35.00 per cubic yard. Per the amendment, the Council shall maintain 

its three-tiered fee structure while increasing all three of the CAD Cell 

disposal fees commensurately.   

2025-12-02 
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Review Stage Agency Regulation Title 
Rulemaking 

Action 

Days 

Under 

Review 

Reason for Regulatory Action/Change Clearance Date 

Post-

Comment 

Draft 

Health 
Public Drinking 

Water 
Amendment 0 

Most of the amendments are to incorporate the revisions to the National 

Primary Drinking Water Regulations (“NPDWR”) for Consumer Confidence 

Reports (the “Revised CCR NPDWR”) promulgated in 2024 by the 

Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) under the federal Safe Drinking 

Water Act (“SDWA”). RIDOH is proposing amendments to the Regulations 

consistent with the Revised CCR NPDWR because RIDOH is the state 

primacy agency responsible for enforcing the federal NPDWRs in Rhode 

Island. In accordance with SDWA and 40 CFR Part 142, RIDOH must 

adopt state regulations that are at least as stringent as the NPDWRs in 

order to attain and maintain primacy. 

2025-12-10 

Emergency Taxation 

Modifications to 

Rhode Island Income 

of a Resident 

Individual Due to 

Decoupling from P.L. 

119-21, H.R.1 

(2025) 

Adoption 1 

Pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 44-30-12(b)(9), Rhode Island has decoupled 

from the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (Public Laws No: 119-21, H.R.1, 119th 

Cong. (2025)) (“H.R.1”) for Tax Year 2025 and prior tax years and has 

promulgated this emergency regulation in order to preserve the Rhode 

Island tax base under Rhode Island law for Tax Year 2025 and prior tax 

years from impacts related to H.R.1. In light of the statutory mandate, 

imminent implementation, transparency, and immediate guidance for 

taxpayers is necessary to aid effective compliance. 

2025-12-12 

Emergency Taxation 

Modifications to Net 

Income Due to 

Decoupling from P.L. 

119-21, H.R.1 

(2025) 

Adoption 1 

Pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 44-11-11(a)(1)(viii), Rhode Island has 

decoupled from the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (Public Laws No: 119-21, 

H.R.1, 119th Cong. (2025)) (“H.R.1”) for Tax Year 2025 and prior tax 

years and has promulgated this emergency regulation in order to 

preserve the Rhode Island tax base under Rhode Island law for Tax Year 

2025 and prior tax years from impacts related to H.R.1.  In light of the 

statutory mandate, imminent implementation, transparency, and 

immediate guidance for taxpayers is necessary to aid effective 

compliance.   

2025-12-12 

Preliminary 

Draft 

Business 

Regulation 

Rhode Island 

Industrial Hemp 

Program 

Repeal 3 

Pursuant to 2025 Public Law, Chapter 278, Art. 3, § 1, effective June 29, 

2025, all powers, duties and responsibilities of the Department of 

Business Regulation (“DBR”) with respect to regulation, administration 

and enforcement of the Hemp Growth Act, R.I. Gen. Laws Chapter 2-26, 

were transferred to the Cannabis Control Commission (“CCC”).  
The CCC’s rules and regulations for the Rhode Island Industrial Hemp 

Program, 560-RICR-10-20-1, were first enacted as an emergency rule on 

July 21, 2025, and were adopted in full, effective December 8, 2025. 

Accordingly, the Department is proposing to repeal this regulation 

because the Hemp Growth Act is no longer under the Department’s 

jurisdiction.  

2025-12-12 
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Review Stage Agency Regulation Title 
Rulemaking 

Action 

Days 

Under 

Review 

Reason for Regulatory Action/Change Clearance Date 

Preliminary 

Draft 

Environmental 

Management 

CO2 Budget Trading 

Program Allowance 

Distribution 

Amendment 5 

The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) participating states 

conduct periodic, comprehensive Program Reviews to evaluate RGGI’s 

impacts, set future program goals, and consider updates to evolve the 

program. This review process is essential to RGGI’s ongoing success in 

driving emissions reductions and delivering benefits across the region. 

Each Program Review includes consideration of state-specific emission 

reduction requirements, public meetings to gather input on program 

design, and technical analysis and modeling of the region’s economy and 

electricity sector. The First and Second Program Reviews, completed in 

2013 and 2017, respectively, resulted in changes that have 

strengthened and improved RGGI’s market-based system, providing 

emissions and health benefits to the region.   

 

The RGGI participating states launched their Third Program Review in Fall 

2021 and was completed in Summer 2025.  As a result of this review, 

the states will set the program on a track to help all participating states 

meet climate goals.   

2025-12-15 

Preliminary 

Draft 

Environmental 

Management 

CO2 Budget Trading 

Program 
Amendment 5 

The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) participating states 

conduct periodic, comprehensive Program Reviews to evaluate RGGI’s 

impacts, set future program goals, and consider updates to evolve the 

program. This review process is essential to RGGI’s ongoing success in 

driving emissions reductions and delivering benefits across the region. 

Each Program Review includes consideration of state-specific emission 

reduction requirements, public meetings to gather input on program 

design, and technical analysis and modeling of the region’s economy and 

electricity sector. The First and Second Program Reviews, completed in 

2013 and 2017, respectively, resulted in changes that have 

strengthened and improved RGGI’s market-based system, providing 

emissions and health benefits to the region.   

 

The RGGI participating states launched their Third Program Review in Fall 

2021 and was completed in Summer 2025.  As a result of this review, 

the states will set the program on a track to help all participating states 

meet climate goals.   

2025-12-15 

 


